So far as progress js to be measured by the introduction of novelties, new modes of practice, new methods of diagnosis, and new discoveries in pathology, it cannot be said that, with one exception, any great or striking advance has been made during the year 1896.
Nevertheless, no one who has watched the course of events can Lave failed to see that great progress of an even surer sort has been made?that knowledge has been consolidated, that much that was but speculation has become part and parcel of daily practice, and that by the accumulation and comparison of experience by men engaged in special branches of professional work' great advances have been made towards accuracy and certainty in the diagnosis of diseased conditions, in the proper selection of case3 for operation, and in the technical details of the operations themselves.
The Roentgen Kays.
The great novelty of the year has undoubtedly been the discovery by Roentgen of the form of energy which he has wisely described under the title of the x rays.
The nature of these rays is as yet undecided, while the range of their utility is as yet unknown. Whether they are the result of longitudinal vibrations of ether, as opposed to the transverse vibrations by which ordinary light is supposed to be transmitted; whether they arise from vibrations comparable to those of ordinary light, but taking place at an infinitely greater velocity; or whether they are due to an actual material emission, seems as yet not to be established. Their use in the investigation of many surgical problems is, however, a matter of certainty. Never, perhaps, was any invention so immediately appropriated by the surgical profession, and at once put in harness for useful purposes as was this novel means of seeing into the dark places within the body. The presence of foreign bodies has been determined and their position exactly fixed by their means; the existence of calculi in the kidneys has been proved; the diagnosis between fracture and dislocation has been made clear in many obscure cases; the exact position of the bones in cases of fracture has been demonstrated; the lack of ossification in the ends of ricketty bones has been made obvious ; and it has been possible to show the process of cure and the deposit of new bone within the softened structures. It has also been possible in some cases to map out certain of the internal organs, and to demonstrate the existence of tumours and even of aneurisms. Although the eye is quite insensible to these so-called x rays, it was soon found that certain salts became luminous when exposed to them, and thus they were in an indirect way made sensible to the retina, so that it is now 
